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	Speaking in junior high school is one of the four English skills that students have to learn. The objective of this research is to find out the strategies used in teaching speaking skills to eighth-grade students at UPT SMP Negeri 32 Gresik. The problem of this research is what teacher strategies are used in teaching the speaking skills of the eighth graders at UPT SMP Negeri 32 Gresik. The design of this research is descriptive-qualitative research. The population of this research is the English teacher for eighth graders at UPT SMP Negeri 32 Gresik. The sample for this research is the teacher who teaches eighth graders. The writer uses observation, interview, questionnaire, field notes, and documentation for collecting the data, and the results of the instruments were described in a descriptive way. The findings in research at UPT SMP Negeri 32 Gresik that English teachers use one learning strategy, namely the Teacher Center, there are many good responses from students to the strategies given by the English teacher. In addition, students also feel that they can receive speaking material well because the strategies provided by students are helped by the strategies implemented by the teacher to increase their confidence in speaking English. besides that, the teacher also uses media in the form of whiteboard, marker, and module
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1. INTRODUCTION
Speaking is the way the students express themselves in verbal and nonverbal communication. Verbal communication is communication that is carried out both orally and in writing. Nonverbal communication is communication that is done other than using words (oral) and writing (Cendra and Sulindra 2022). According Zuhriyah (2017), Speaking is the process of building and sharing meaning through the use of verbal and nonverbal symbols in a variety of contexts. It is also an interactive process of constructing meaning and processing information. It is a crucial part of second language learning and teaching. In studying English, speaking skills are the key to how people describe something and improve students in the English language.
The writer chooses the ability to speak because one of the priorities of this research is to analyze the learning of this skill in the eighth grade at UPT SMP Negeri 32 Gresik. One of the reasons why the ability to speak is of interest as a focus of research is because of the improvement in speaking ability and easy to observe. Representing the description of learning outcomes can be easily known at the time or after learning activities occur. That's because speaking is an activity that is directly related to students' communication skills.
According Trialoka et al. (Trialoka, Puspita, and Sabarudin 2017), teaching speaking strategies is basically the method teachers use in structuring the learning process, paying attention to all the elements of effective learning and enabling students to communicate with other students. Therefore. Choosing the correct voice learning strategy is the first part of planning. Learning to speak should be designed to provide students with a learning experience. Spoken language involves mental and physiological processes through interactions between students and other students, students and educators, and students and the learning environment. This interaction can develop students' ability to communicate with others.
According to Wulandari et al. (Wulandari, Ayuningtias, and Yana 2019), a lot of students actually only speak in public informally when respond a simple question. Almost no students are able to speak in front of the class during applications in the classroom, much less ask questions. Even if just one or two people are able and courageous enough to speak in front of the class, due to the lack of interaction that should take place during the learning process, the class appears to be dead. despite the fact that student engagement in a lesson's implementation also affects its performance.
While Students of UPT SMP Negeri 32 Gresik may feel insecure because they are unable to use the vocabulary they have learned. Students may be unsure of their pronunciation of words and afraid of mispronouncing them. Students are reluctant to speak English because they want to create grammatically correct sentences and they are afraid of making mistakes.
Some reasons why the writer took this research. First, speaking is one of the important skills that must be learned by students. They can read and write in English, but they can't speak it fluently. Therefore, by having good speaking skills, they can communicate easily in English. Second, students have difficulty speaking English because they are not confident in speaking it. Thus, students should be given more confidence and have the opportunity to speak English fluently. Third, many teachers still use conventional methods for teaching speaking skills, such as asking students to memorize and demonstrate dialogues in front of the class. This will make students frustrated and nervous. Teachers need to have new innovations in strategies and make good use of learning English to make the class interesting. The reason why the writer took strategies in teaching English Speaking to be analyzed is that strategies used by English teachers will determine the achievement of students’ learning results. The writer wants to know What are the teacher strategies used in teaching speaking to the eighth graders at UPT SMP Negeri 32 Gresik.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 The Definition of Speaking 
In learning English, four essential skills need to be mastered: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Among these, writing is considered the most challenging skill to learn. According to Anon (Anon n.d.-a), speaking is a productive skill that can be directly and experientially observed. However, the accuracy and effectiveness of a speaker’s listening abilities heavily influence these observations, impacting the reliability and validity of oral production tests.
There are various definitions of speaking. Kasmaini et al. (Kasmaini et al. 2023) describes speaking as a productive language skill, which refers to the ability to produce meaningful sounds that others can understand, facilitating effective communication. Similarly,  Derakhshan, Khalili, and Beheshti (Derakhshan, Khalili, and Beheshti 2016) explains that speaking involves using language to interact with others. This activity requires the participation of at least two individuals, whoact as listeners and speakers, responding to what they hear and contributing dynamically. Each participant must have a purpose or intention in their communication.
Therefore, English teachers should actively encourage students to develop their speaking skills by incorporating communicative language activities and engaging classroom media. Providing ample opportunities for students to practice speaking is essential for their skill development.
From the definitions above, it can be concluded that speaking is the process of expressing linguistic desires through verbal symbols to share information, knowledge, ideas, and opinions with others. Additionally, speaking involves both speaking and listening, making these two aspects inseparable.

2.2 The Importance of Speaking
The primary purpose of speaking is communication, as it allows individuals to express their thoughts and ideas to others. According to (Yasud, Munir, and Retnaningdiyah 2021) there are four key purposes of speaking:To Inform: The speaker conveys facts, ideas, or opinions to share knowledge, To Entertain: The speaker aims to make the listener happy or engaged with entertaining content, such as stories or jokes,To Persuade: The speaker encourages the listener to take specific actions or adopt certain viewpoints, often using examples to motivate participation, To Discuss: The speaker engages in dialogue to make decisions or solve problems, fostering collaboration and attention.

2.3 Teaching Speaking
Based on (Anon n.d.-b)A strategy is a specific attack that can be carried out on a specific problem and varies greatly from each individual. Then, (Mega and Sugiarto 2020) said that Learning strategies deal with receptive domains of ingestion, memory, storage, and retrieval. A strategy is therefore a plan, method, or set of activities designed to achieve a specific learning goal. This means that teachers need strategies to teach their students, as teaching strategies are the foundation of teacher education.

2.4 Strategies for Teaching Speaking
Trialoka et al. (Trialoka et al. 2017) proposed that there are some types of strategies in teaching speaking skills, such as: Role Play, Drilling, Discussion, Simulation, Story Telling, Presentation, Communication Game. In addition to these strategies, it is crucial to recognize that the effective implementation of each method depends on the teacher's ability to adapt and create an interactive environment that encourages student participation. Moreover, these strategies are not mutually exclusive, and their integration can provide a more holistic approach to enhancing students' speaking skills, addressing both linguistic proficiency and communicative confidence.

3. METHOD
[bookmark: _Hlk78354310]The design of this research is a descriptive qualitative design. Based on Neuman (2014: 38) descriptive research the kind of is the research in which the primary purpose is to “paint a picture” using words or numbers and to present a profile, a classification of types, or an outline of steps to answer questions such as who, when, where, and how. In general, qualitative research tends to be more open to using a wide range of evidence and discovering new issues.
According to Bachtiar et al. (2024) and Febriyani et al. (2020), qualitative research relies on the process of analytic descriptions for the identification of recurrent patterns or themes and attempts to construct a cohesive representation of the data. So, qualitative descriptive research is the least "theoretical" all of the qualitative approaches to research.
For technique of collecting the data in this research, the writer uses qualitative data. The qualitative data were taken from the observation, questionnaire, field notes and documentation. And  (Yasud et al. 2021)stated that instrument is tools or facilities used by the researcher in collecting the data so that their work is easier and the results are better in the sense that they are more accurate, complete, and systematic, so the data easier to process. The instruments used in this research were observation checklist, questionnaire, field note and documentation.

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
4.1. Result 










[bookmark: _Toc137849698]Figure 4.1 Is Learning English fun?







From the Figure above, it shows that most students stated that learning English was fun. The results obtained by the researchers were that 80% of the students stated that learning English was fun, while only 20% of them claimed in contrary. So it can be concluded that most of the students liked English lessons.









[bookmark: _Toc137849699]Figure 4.2 Do you like Learning English?

From the Figure above, it informed that most students enjoyed learning English. The results obtained by the researchers were that 75% of the students enjoyed English lessons, while only 25% of them did not like English lessons. So it can be concluded that most Eight graders liked English lessons.











[bookmark: _Toc137849700]Figure 4.3 Can you participate in Learning English?
From the figure above, most students could participate in learning English. The results of this study were 95% of the students took part in learning English lessons, while only 5% of them did not.  So it can be concluded that most of the students could participate in learning English lessons.











[bookmark: _Toc137849701]Figure 4.4  Is Learning English useful?

From the figure above shows that most of the students admitted that learning English was beneficial. The results of this study were 95% of the students said that learning English was useful, while only 5% of the them did not admit that learning English was useful. So it can be concluded that most Eight graders admitted that learning English was beneficial or useful.










[bookmark: _Toc137849702]Figure 4.5 Do you like Learning Speaking English?

The Figure above indicates that most students disliked learning to speak English. The results obtained by the researcher were that 25% of the students liked learning to speak English, while 75% of them did not like learning to speak English.  So it can be concluded that most Eighth-grade students did not like speaking English lessons.











[bookmark: _Toc137849703]Figure 4.6 Is learning Speaking English fun?

From the Figure above, it shows that most of the students did not like learning speaking English. The results obtained by the researcher were that 35% of the students liked learning speaking English, while 65% of them did not like learning speaking English. So it can be concluded that most of the students did not like learning speaking English

















[bookmark: _Toc137849704]Figure 4.7 Do you find difficulties in learning Speaking?

From the Figure above shows that most of the students did not find difficulty in learning speaking English. The results of this study were 75% of the students stated that they did not feel difficult in learning to speak English, while only 25% of the them found difficulties in learning to speak English. So it can be concluded that most of the students did not find difficulties when they learned to speak English.
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Figure 4.8 Are the strategies applied by the teacher in learning Speaking very interesting?

From the figure above, it shows that most of the students were interested in the strategies used by the teacher in teaching speaking. The results obtained by the researcher were that 80% of the students were interested in the strategies used by the teacher in teaching speaking, while only 20% of them were not interested in the strategies used by the teacher in learning speaking. So it can be concluded that Eight graders were interested in the strategies used by the teacher in teaching speaking.
















[bookmark: _Toc137849706]Figure 4.9 Can the strategies applied by the teacher help you learning Speaking?

From the figure above, it shows that most of the students are helped by the strategies used by the teacher in learning to speak. The results obtained by the researcher were that 80% of the students were helped by the strategies applied by the teacher in learning to speak, while only 20% students were not helped by the strategies used by the teacher in learning to speak. So it can be concluded that most Eight graders were helped by the strategies used by the teacher in learning to speak.
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Figure 4. 10 Can the strategies applied by the teacher increase your confidence in speaking?

From the figure above shows that the strategies applied can increase students' confidence in speaking English. The results obtained by the researcher were that 75% students were helped by the strategies to increase students' confidence in speaking English, while only 25% students claimed that the strategies applied by the teacher could increase students' confidence in speaking English. So it can be concluded that Eight graders were helped by the strategies applied by the teacher to increase their confidence in speaking English. (See Appendix 7)
The interview was taken from the English teacher at UPT SMP Negeri 32 Gresik. The researcher used open and close ended interview. The interview consisted of fifty-seven questions divided into biography of the English teacher, activities, materials, strategies, media. Based on the questionnaire, the researcher found out the biography of English teacher for eighth graders at UPT SMP Negeri 32 Gresik. Her name was Azizah Eka Rahmawati. She graduated from English Language Education Study Program Faculty of Teacher Training and Education University of Trunojoyo Madura. She had completed her study for undergraduate degree in 2016. She started teaching English in 2017. She taught English at UPT SMP Negeri 32 Gresik for the first time.
Based on the interview, in teaching and learning process, the teacher said that the opening activities she always said salam, prayed, explained the objectives learning, and brainstorming. Moreover, in the main activities the teacher said that the teacher carried out speaking activities by role play, discussion, presentation, etc. The teacher also said that 60% of the students were active, they actively asked questions during the teaching and learning process. And the teacher gave the students feedback when they asked questions. In the speaking activities, the teacher focused on teacher center. Furthermore, in the closing activities the teacher stated that she always did a reflection, prayed, and salam. But she did not give the students homework.
In accordance with interview, the English teacher taught speaking skills with making friends, successful people. The teacher made the materials based on Module. And the materials taken from book, internet. Then, the strategy used in this teaching and learning process was discussion. The teacher said that there was problem when the teacher used the strategy, but the teacher did not mention about the problem. After that, the types of media used the teacher in teaching speaking was audio visual media such as video, etc. The teacher adopted the media from some resources and made her own media. The functions of using the media was to support and make teaching and learning activities easier. While, the benefits of using media was making it easy to achieve the learning. But the teacher did not mention about the disadvantages of media used by the teacher. And the teacher also stated that there was no problem during using media. The teacher used curriculum Merdeka because of the government’s recommendation. 
It was found from the documentation based on observations of the learning process by the English teacher, the English teacher conducted the lesson based on the lesson plans that had been made by the teacher, to find out the strategies used by the English teacher in Speaking English. 

4.2. Discussion
In this section, the researcher discussed and analyzed all data from interviews, observations, and documentation in accordance with the formulation of the problem, such as interviews with English teachers, questionnaires with students, and documentation on learning process and the lesson plan.
The result of the findings related to the questionnaire shows that students had various kinds of interest in the strategies that had been implemented by English teachers. Findings related to the questionnaire show that students had various kinds of interest in the strategies that had been implemented by English teachers. English teachers applied a lot of speaking learning strategies when teaching in class. in this case it made it easier for students to understand the learning given by the teacher and fosters self-confidence when speaking English in front of students. Based on the findings of the questionnaire, the statements of class VIII-B students were similar to the teacher's actions in the teaching and learning process. English teachers were able to apply strategies and carry out teaching according to the time allocation.
Students also believed that English teachers did lessons plan easily, so they did not get bored in the speaking class. The teacher chose appropriate learning strategies and methods that made students more active. The media used by the teacher could also help increase students' enthusiasm for participating in the teaching and learning process. When assessing students, the teacher used equipment appropriate to the activity. In this case, an independent curriculum was an alternative to rearranging the learning system and a step to transform the world of education to produce superior Indonesian talents (Kurniawati 2023)(Rendika Vhaleryet. Al, 2022). Based on this statement, teachers as respondents can be classified as professional teachers. This allows students to have a more detailed understanding of the oral material, allows students to respond very creatively to the speaking instructional strategies used by the teacher, and makes students more enthusiastic about speaking English (Anon 2019).
Based on the documentation of the English teacher, when carrying out speaking lessons, the English teacher used the Module as a learning medium. Then, the English teacher uses only one strategy, the Teacher Center. From the results of teaching and learning resource documentation, the teacher took the materials from the "English in Mind Second Edition" published by Herbert Puchta and Jeff Stranks. Based on the results of the documentation of teaching and learning activities, speaking skills were in accordance with the Module or lesson plan (Alsyouf and Kayed 2021; Israa Eibead Ajaj 2023). The last component was the assessment; there were two assessments, namely a cognitive assessment and a skill assessment.

4. CONCLUSION
Based on findings of the research, the researcher concluded that had been described The teacher in eighth grader at UPT SMP Negeri 32 Gresik in teaching speaking English can created the process of teaching and learning run well. The teacher made the lesson plan before teaching and learning process. In the teaching and learning activity, the students were mostly active and enthusiasm. There are three activities done by the teacher in teaching speaking for the eighth grader on the second semester. The materials used by the teacher in teaching speaking for the Eight grader on the second semester at UPT SMP Negeri 32 Gresik was Making Friends and Successful People. the teacher mastered the materials well. The strategies applied by the teacher in teaching speaking English for the Eight grader on the second semester at UPT SMP Negeri 32 Gresik was teacher center.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]The media used by the teacher in teaching speaking English for the Eight grader on the second semester at UPT SMP Negeri 32 Gresik were: whiteboard, marker, and handbook. There are many good responses from students to the strategies given by the English teacher. In addition, students also feel that they can receive speaking material well because the strategies provided by students are helped by the strategies implemented by the teacher to increase their confidence in speaking English.
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Column1	
Agree	Disagree	16	4	



2. Apakah anda menyukai Bahasa inggris?	
Agree	Disagree	15	5	

3. Apakah anda bisa mengikuti saat pembelajaran Bahasa inggris?	
Agree	Disagree	19	1	

4. Apakah Bahasa Inggris bermanfaat?	
Agree	Disagree	19	1	

5. Apakah anda suka pembelajaran Speaking?	
Agree	Disagree	5	15	

6. Apakah pembelajaran Speaking itu menyenangkan?	
Agree	Disagree	7	13	

7. Apakah anda kesulitan saat pembelajaran Speaking?	
Agree	Disagree	15	5	

8. Apakah strategi yang diterapkan guru dalam pembelajaran Speaking sangat menarik?	
Agree	Disagree	16	4	

9. Apakah strategi yang diterapkan guru dapat membantu anda dalam belajar Speaking?	
Agree	Disagree	16	4	

10. Apakah strategi yang diterapkan guru dapat menambah kepercayaan anda dalam berbicara?	
Agree	Disagree	15	5	
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